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How Uncle Sa

HE usual conception of Uncle
Sam—the personificatlon of the

United Statea government—Is a

‘stald, dignified old gentleman,
eompletely Immer=ed in the affalrs of
state and the betterment of the ways
of his nieces and nephews. It s difficult
to Imagine such a character indulging,
as It were, In the pranks and jests
which have, through centuries of usage,

become n part of All Fools' day, the 1st
of April

But while the =ober old gentleman
eannot be =aid to take part In the
brick-under-the-hat or the pocketbook-
on-a-string jokes with which many

fooled today,
self up as a
1l many are
yed and ia
difference
jests and
» Bowever,
ded solely
wle of the

persons will doubtless be

e has, =0 to speak, set him
practical joker on no
the pranks which he
playing along thiz lins
between
the ordinary April
fs that the former
for the hetterment
natlon. The quips them ara quite
as humorous, If one views m from
the standpoint of nature herself

these

Consider, for example, the case of the
Gunnisen river, Color which for
countless thousands of flowed
eastward toward the Gulf of Mexico
way of the Missourl and Mlssissippl
rivers. Here was 2 turbulent mountaln
stream that coursed on its way, glving
pleasure only to artists who delighted
in. the sclemn grandeur of its mighty
canyon and the pleturesgueness of its
location. Viewed from a utilitarian
standpoint the river was useless, un-
leas perhape one could harness it for
the sake of water power. The hundreds
of thousands of cubic feet of water
which flowed through it each year wera
wasted, =0 far as efficiency was con-
cernad.

But Uncle Sam. in the person of cer-
tain representatives of the reciamation
service, visited the stream and deter-
mined to harness its waters In some
manner so that they wauld Irrigate the
section on the other side of the moun-
tains which wers sorely in nesd of
moiature. How o accomplish this was
a difficult problem.

A huge mass of rock and dirt, six
miles wide, separated the Gunnison
from the valley which gave promisge of
& wvast vwield, provided an adequate
water supply could be obtained. Final-
l¥, In sheer desperation, the govern-
ment “determined to play & huge prac-
tical joke on nature”—to twist the en-
tire course of the rlver and to send it
:?Wll'd the Pacific instead of the Atlan-

.
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years
by
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In order to accomplish this It
necessary to cut a tunnel through the
heart of the mountain, a tunnel large
enough and strong enough to carry all
the water of the river to the parched
walley bevond. On the face of it this
seemed to be a gigantic undertaking,

and so it proved. Nothing like it had
ever been attempted in the history of
the world; but, then, Uncle Sam de-
lights in dolng things that have never
been done before.

Accordingly he called for volunteers
from among hile reclamation engineers
to determine the exact spot where the
tunnel should be commenced, in itself
& hazardous task, for there was no rec-
ord of any man hav*.ng braved the rap-
ids of the Gunnison and living. One of
the government engineers, however,
succeeded in the attempt b:r lving fiat
on a pneumatic mattress and allowing
ths swift current to carry him eeveral
miles down stream, while he closely
scrutinized the surrcunding walls of
the canyon for the cruclal spot.

This located, the reclamation service
went to work and, after almost super-
human effort, succeeded in driving the
six-mile tunnel—the longest of its kind
in the world—completely through the
heart of the mountaln. Then the

floodgates were opened and the Gun-
nison, fooled by roverm’nent ingenuity,
slipped aquletly to the cement-lined
bed which Uncle Sam's men had pre-
pared for it and changed its course en-

ly.

Asm a result, 60.000 acres of desert land
have been made fertile and prosperous
and, eventually, 60,000 more acres will
be added to this total. This joke on
nature, therefore, will add not lesa than
1£0.000 acres to the productive territory
of the country, which {a surely a aplen-
did result for any jest—practical or
otherwise.

But the Gunnison river {s not the
only stream which Uncle S8am has
fooled in this manner. He has also
taken the Strawberry river, in Utah,

wAaSs

which was formerly useless from a
standpoint of utility and, by means of
& four-mile tunnoel, sent it into the
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Bpecial Correspondence of The Etar.
PARIS, March 20, 1817.
NE week ago the French war
minister asked parliament to
vote & government bill ealling
out the youngest Frenchmen
liable to army service. They form “the
alass of 1918"; that s, they will he
vwenty years old in that year—and
twenty is the age when the obligation

HOW MINERS APRIL FOOL THE DEADLY GAS-LADEN ATMOSPHERE WITH UNCLE SAM FED THIS CHINESE DAISY WITH A SPOON AND DECEIVED
IT INTO BECOMING A CHHYSANTHEMUM.

OXYGEN BREA

Great Salt Lake valley, which formerly
haid no outlet to the sea, and no ade-
quate fresh-water supply. The land
now served by the Strawberry river is
comparable in size to the Holy lLand,
and the introduction of this large
amount of river water has made possi-
tle the raising of large crops on this
land which formeriy would perish for
lack of moisture

Again, the St. Marys rlver,
tana, which formerly drained into the
Hudson bay region, w fooled by
means of a twenty-nine-mlils eanal and
induced to flow through the Milk river
valley into the Missouri, enriching en
route A vast streteh of territory which
was formerly barren of sufficient water
for its needs.

Uncle Sam has heen so successful In
these practical jokes that perhaps,
some April fool day, he may dicide to
take up the Mississipp! river, turn it

in Mon-

upside down and thoroughly firrigate
the upper wvalley, then turn it back
again in time for the summer trade
around the delta. Tt does not sound

exactly practicable, but then when one
has succeeded in turning threa streams
completely out of their courses and
making them flow in opposite direc-
tions one might be pardoned for at
least contemplating eneincering works
upon a much larger scale.

Experts of the reac uation service
claim that there is hardly any limit to
ths practical jokes of this kind that
they can play on nature, for already
1,600,000 acres of waste land have heen
reclaimed, 20,000 families have been
established on what was formerly des-
ert stretches and $30,000,000 worth of
cropa are heing raised every year on
this reclaimed land, while 1,000,000
acres are yet to be served by the water
from the works already completed.
Contemplation of these flgures brings
the conclusion that the turning of the
Mizsissipp! might not he a mere dream,
after all—although the government is
not planning it yet.

*

. *

Ten years ago if a person had pre-
dicted that long-fiber cotton, the most
valuable of its kind In the werld, would
be grown upon the desert near the
lower stretch of the Colorado river he

would have been laughed at. Today
the joke is on nature, for the gov-
ernment has succeeded i{n doing just

price published everywhere that France

wns calil geve -vear-old

1o : & soldle Class of

— zoldlers venteen wears old.

1 19185—what? Eighteen years

old? at 1 not sound so telling.

In ‘rnlh vears the ¥o soldiers

called out by France nineteen
yvears old.

In the American civil war soldiers

were taken down to eighteen years old.
In France, even in time of peace. volun-

THING

APPARATLS.

THE COLORADO RIVER WAS A WILD AND UNTAMED STREAM UNTIL UNCLE SAM FOOLED IT WITH A DAM

this—through another “Impossible” en-
gineering feat.

The Colorads river has long been one
of the bugaboos of tha engineering
services. Wild, turbulent, treacherous,
it tore its way to the sea, threatening
to sweep before it any work of man

plots of waste
and eating the

oners cultlvating little
land for themselves
salad they had own. Something more
astonishing still has just happened.

What is called a concentration camp

had been prepared for Geérman pris-
oners—wooden bharracks -|u11'- new,
with proper floors: windows and

convenlences and hl'!ll!]}. facilities, Be-

fore the Germans were brousht there
the barrac had to be inspected to
verify that they fulfilled the exigencles

DEPARTURE OF THE FRENCH ARMY CLASS OF 1917

of military service begins in time of
peace. They are to be called together,
for the few months of training abso-
lutely necessary before they will be
fit to go to the fighting front, In
April of this year, 1517. That i3, the
youngest soldiers whom France will
have drafted into her army will be
nineteen years old.

Note this age, for u great many Wrong
things will be sald about it and against

it by parties interested in peace ut
BNy price. The French parliament
voted a little earlier—in November

1915—the calling out of the clusxs of
1917, and that class went into train
ing in January, 1916, which waas also
% g.lmt soldiers’ nineteenth year.

propaganda of peace ab any

YEARS OF AGE.

teers ecould always forestall thelr
compulsory mllitary service by enlist-

ing at elghteen, with their parents’
copsent. So it has been in this war.

*

% *=

An effort has also heen made to per-
neutrals that German prisoners
and Interned elvilians are severely
treated. In the spring of last year
I saw such prisoners employed on the
docks at Marseille, and they were given
a time for slesta after their Ilunch,
The hired laborers—Spanjards and Al-
gerian Kabyles—had no such privileges
and looked enviously at them. At Bor-
dsaux, in autumn, I saW Austrian pris-

sunda

TO GO INTO TRAINING FOR WAR. ALL ARE NINETEEN

of Germany, without which reprisals
are executed on French prisonera and
interned clvilians held by Germans.
The stories of such French prisoners
who have heen exchanged or allowed
to come to Switzerland bhecause of last-
ing sickness, like t sroulosi: i ot
comforting, particula r with r'. T

to food and medical attention. At b's
rate, the brand-new French prison
camp, which would eventually have
had to come under che ,vlli'.r\r\.'i"i-»n of
the Ameriean emins vit was before
the rupture of diplomatie I"ll'l[lun-l
with Germany), was rejected by the
French authorities as not up to the

mark of German oxlgmuies. They did
pot wish 1o give the

DUILT ON QUICKSAND.

that was placed in itz way. Nature
had apparently provided 1t with an
efficlent safeguard at its only vulnera-
bla point, near Yuma, Ariz, by placing
there a long stretch of quicksand,
which would apparently suck in any
dam or other work placed thereon.
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N@W Cﬂass of French Army Made Up of 19-Year-Olds
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on French prisoners in the
1rr.'-.mj COTNIrS.
thonght mnot good

prisoners

er

turned oy
who come [ al Annam
France., T 1, def
hands like
niitke them
far they hav nplai
new barrnc v-nt eVEn nf t]lr !r being
cold in this flrst real winter which
they have ever known.
*
* ok
Another example will show how little
;| Aesation there I3 for a campaign

=d on to Influence neutrals apga
iployment of her own colonials

C

this e

by Fr . In whose parlinment
are T Hi]ll"ﬂ Carters und
engers have rerworked Lo
during the vinter ut hauling
conl and i v take their plice in
street Cles : \w-mlr- ‘ETE 8-
Hsted for i1 they
rend ,. fTor the
\\'n rk f ¢ amnd ecarrying,
vies from L"L- interior of Alglers

4 recrulted.
It

i hard to see why they are called
black savages by the Germans, who
blama the Freneh for using them, fur
rmany of these Kabyles are blue
and a8 falr-skinned as many Germ
They are of the primitive Berber race
ag old as the yptians, and have the
strength of thelr Atlas mountains. And

they know how to make their bargaing,

for they come now by thousands every

summer for the harvest in France.

And they are sober and keep thelr

money. STERLING HEILIG.
A Soldier.

EN. BLISS was relating reminis-

concas of sham battles,

“I had a young friend, Capt. Exe, who
could never be worsted in sham warfare,”
he said.

“Exe one day started to lead his vallant
company at double speed across a bridee
to storm a helght, but a yvoung captain
belonging to the opposlte side rushed up

and shouted:
“*Hi, HExe! You mustn't Cross that
bridge ! y Tho

bridge Is supposed to be des

**It {8, hey? roared Exe.
woe're supposed to be swimming
Un, boys, and at ‘em!" "

The Bluff.

HE late Gen. Funston,” sald a mag-
azine editor, “hated a bluffer. Bluf-
fers, he clalmed, always gave themselves
L\.\"l\

'l then,
across.

as

e often told a story about a bluffer
whao applied for a vacancy as Lutur to a
Lroker's il

“The broker was an enthusiastic stamp
collector, and he thought he might per-
aps put the tutor to work cataloguing
stamps, 80 he asked the man:

“One last question. "Ave you acquaint-
ed with philately?

“The tutor smiled.

My Imlﬂ»“ﬁﬁ he sald. 'lmk

losst excuse fox it like o natiwe,

EBut the government experts worked
out an ldea for a huge dam which
would remain in place eimply by its
own weicht, resisting alike the force
of the river a the treachery of the
quicksands by ita inertia.

Accordingly, a dam, which welghs
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THE WAR AFTER THE WAR. Dy

Isaae F. Marcosson, author of “How
to Invest Your Sav " ete. New
York: John Lane Con ,]mny
PRACTICAL man of busineas,
well as a forceful and
brilliunt writer, hers makes
forecast of the setruggle for
econoriie  mastery that Is
bound to follow the closa of the pres-
The problams in which this
new warfare will be set are already in
tha making. Mr. Alarcosson outlines
the most conspicuous and important of
theso for the sake of giving point to
the necesgity for o commercial prepar-
edness that will Insure the broadest
scope In produection and the highest ad-
vantage of distribution and exchangs.
the sw owar itself the writer says:
“Its fighting line will be the bhound-
artes of all human needs; its dynamioc
purposa & herole rehabllitation after
stupendous 1 It will be the far-
rla for the rich prize of in-

as

a8,

trade, wal it the end
n Lane t mooner oOr
s g tul Embattled

ups will supplant ems-
brolled nat boyeotts, discrimlna=-
11 ms and exclusions will succeed the

itegiea of line and trench; the ani-
Y fought out today with shell

11 have their heritage in
rivalries. How shall we fare
in this tvemult of tariff and treatyi’—
and this question is the poilnt of the
subsequent discussion, For the bhook is
giidressed to Amerlea. It is an urge

for preparedness to meet this new
strugels, an urge that holds up the
tremendous awakening of England

for emulation, that gives colorful ple-
tures of France for instruction, that
gods aned stings and laughs at Amer-
fea ail for the sake of shaking it out
of its obvicus unreadiness for this new
wilt, a8 it 15 so manifestly unready Yor
1the one now waeging:. Within this large
frane propaganida there is o wealth
and praectical recom-

af

of Speci

mernds ook celoses with two
remarkable pletures gathered by the
writer in England One of these ls the
pieture of David Lloyd George. The

other i that of William Morris Hughes,
prime minister of Australia—'"the un-
known who waked up England."

THE WAR AND HUMANITY,. By James
M. Beck LL. I, late assistant at-
torney general of the United States,
guthor of “The Evidence in the
Case,” ete, New York: G. P. Put-
nam's Sons.

“The Ilvidence in the Case” drawn
from the rainbow books of diplomacy,
fixes the moral reaponsibility for pre-
cipitating the war in 1914. The book
in hand continues the discussion of the

othics of the war in Its partleular
STEH S| upon the TTnited States. For
the purpose of  this  discussion the
writer reviews eertain outstanding
rets and aspects of the conflict to
bring out the Instinctive common re-
action set up by these facts in the
feelings of civilized peoples, This
body of revulsions against the aims

and mat.hod.n of oerta.in pha.m of t.hn
war Mr. Beck

Is Aprll-Foohng Old Mother

'

ature

proper amount of 1'.'x'l'|'u|f by mesns of
an oxygen tenk which will last for twe
hours, nn.‘. ot the same time takes
sone of tha breath by a tank
The rescuers, equipped with
gas mnsks, somawhat similar e
those in use in the trenches abroad,
enabled to penetrate the polsonous
with impunity to remaln there for at
least two hours, at the end of which
time thelr supply of oxygen and pod=
ash has to be renswed.
The Department of AgTicoltore
through its mnany bureaus, isalso wor
ing long hours in an endeavor to f

-

nature al! the time—not only on the
ist of April

Few people realize that the chrys-
arithemum, e m of the gnappy days
of the {11 e flowesr which aps
penrs to ha esg loated to foot
ball games, is r—l yduct of long and
parduous lahor ¢ part of solen-
tists who d naturs. Thea ane
ceator of inthemum was &

i mnk pro-
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flowsr inte
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conneoted
lustry of
o ex-
methods of

periment diffarent

further decelving naturs ir
with this plan They discon
if all the buds but one w
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food abs i

ba del

ing it greatly to
maenificand

lzer L era 1 vigs found
1 wx that now

rrown ¥ '.' I'ncla

B Bt as v "‘“l'tv

rfore seen,
predicted by govern-
L cee

THE GUNNISON RIVER FIOWED TOWARD THE GULF OF MEXICO FOR
THOUSANDS OF YHARS. THEN UNCLE SAM FOOLED IT WITH A SIX-
MILE TUNNEL AND SENT IT TO THE PACIFIC.

600,000 tons, was bullt mear Yuma and
the entira river checked In its wlld
carser. Experiments proved that the
water In the Colorado was not fit for
uses as It came down from the country
above, on account of the large per-
gentage of ellt and other substances
which it carried. Therefore, Uncle Bam
again fooled the river by "skimming"”
the water backed up by the dam and
running off only the top foot of this
into the irrigation canals and pump-
ing stations. In this manner 120,000
acres of land In Arizona and Culifornia
have been rendered fertile and valua-
ble instead of a dead wasle, as for-
merly.
=
= =

In the MInidoka project, In Idaho,
Onocls Sam has fooled nature to the
extent of making the river supply its
own electrlo powen, through the me-
dium of a huge barge anchored in the
center of the atream and moved every
ttme the ocurrent decides to change its
course, which it does quite frequently.
By this means the surrounding country
is supplied with electrlec lght Bnd
electric power at a very low rats, and
thie {s probably the only agricultural
section of its size in the United States
whers all the farmhouses, sgchools and
public bulldings =are equipped with
elactrie lights and fansa

In 1904 this region was a desert, with
only a few scattered farms hugging
the river bank. Today it ig flourishing
gnd prosperous, ylelding yearly crops
valued at more than $1,600,000. The
two schoolhouses are electrically equip-

ped throughout, domestic sclence ias
tnught on electrio ranges, and even
the oir breathed by the pupils 1s

washed by electricity, all through the
ingenulty of government engineers and
the determination of Unecla SBam not
to allow nature to place insuperable
difMicultles In his way.
Another practical Joke which has
turned out most successfully was the
irrigation of the desert near Salt river,
in Arizona. The erection of the Roose-
velt dam, 284 feet In height, has made
this section so fertile that the produc-
tion of crops valued at $300 per acre s

NGW BOO](S

of thls ethleal outlook he uses con-
crete cases of high lluminating pow-
er—the invasion of Belglum, the sub-

marine campaign, the mutilated and
distraught nations, the wanton indi-
vidual sacrifice like that of Edith Ca-
vell, the sinking of the Lusitania. To
each of these ha glves clear and fair
attention, the story of Edith Cavell
standing more nearly complete than
one has seen It elsewhers. With the sum
of moral implications and obligations
derived from this consideration he
fronts upon the United BStates in
challenge and appeal. The challenge is
of official United States. The appeal
{s to the peopls. Mr. Beck discusses
the neutrality of this country, a neu-
trality which at best 1s a hodgepodge
thing. At the top is the executive
order to be neutral. Below thls is a
wide and general partisanship as the
generous outflow of help toward Eu-
rope proclaims. And cutting sacross
the executive order is business, a per-
sonal rather than a natlonal matter,
sending munitions to the front as fast
as bottoms can be secured for trans-
portation. In order to take the place
that we ghould take In the future of
iffalrs the writer points definitely to the
rnow view and the new motlve that must
actuate rnd animate this country. This
{s a finely Informed and authoritative
study of the United States In relation to
the Furopean conflict, a study of robust
patriotism and clear vision.

SHORT RATIONS: An American Wom-
an in Germany; 1915-1916. By Mad-
eleine Zabriskie Doty, author of
“Soclety’'s Misfits™ Tllustrated. New
York: The Century Company.

This record is the outcome of the
author's two trips to Europe during the
war period. The first one was made
on the “Peacea Ship,” a voyage of which
Miss Doty glves a graphic description

followed by an account of the Woman’s
Congress at The Hague. Here also 1s
an account of her own work in the
hospitals of France. The second trip
took her to Germany and it is of her
observations and experiences in the
empire that the most illuminating and
{mportant part of this record deals.
Thes. observations are summed in tha
title of this book. Everywhere in Ger-
many, according to AMiss Doty, there 1a
evidence, not only that the country can-
not hold out much longer because of
the general shortage of food, but that,
besides, there is a general smrit. of re-
volt, an awakening to the fact that
Germany’s salvation lles in Germany's
defeat. The whole Is a vivid story
made up of day-by-day scenes, of
street episodes, of personal dangers to
ba avoided by Miss Doty herself and
personal feara to be assuaged. One
sees more clearly from this story than
from many another that, below poten-
tates and powers, all are allke, just
pitifully dear human beings all, what-
ever thelr national names may be—and
in Germany thess women and children
are hungry, more destitute than they
are otherwise. Ona is not able to read
this story without a renewed aching
sense of the awful wickedness, the
monstrous futility of the thing.

THE WAR OF DEMOCRACY: The Al-
les’ Sintement. New York: Double-
day, Page & Co.

The chapters of this volume bring
together statements from a group of
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